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Presentation of the URANTIA movement in French-speaking Belgium
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The Urantia movement in Belgium has a long history.

First of all, you need to know that Belgium is more or less divided in two: the Flemish and the Walloons. And it's mainly in the French-speaking part that the movement has developed.
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For almost 40 years, between 1960 and 2000, the movement was led by an exceptional man: François Dupont. He set up at least 5 study groups in the French-speaking part of Belgium. A large part of his life was dedicated to The Urantia Book. 
François was also a founding member of AFLLU (l'Association Francophone des Lecteurs du Livre d'Urantia), which brought together French and Belgian readers. Unfortunately, he fell ill and was unable to continue his work.
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 The Urantia movement was taken over by a Flemish couple, Johan and Karuna, who intensified their relationship with the Foundation. They regularly sent a report to the international association (which was not yet officially UAI). They organised many conferences in Flanders and Wallonia and maintained the study groups. They also followed the teachings of Moussa n'Dyae, a Senegalese, who taught The Urantia Book from a different perspective, which created a great deal of confusion within the movement.
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Personally, I got to know François Dupont well when he was still lucid, and I started giving book talks with him.
I took part in fairs and sold the book.
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THE ABFU

Logo

In 2006, we decided to found a local Urantia association, the ABFU, the Association Belge Francophone d'Urantia. This association had no official status, it was not recognised by the Belgian state, but by the AUI.
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Gaëtan Charland and Garry Rawling from Urantia International Foundation came specially to Belgium to officially inaugurate the new local association. 
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There were ± 40 people at the inauguration. And it was from that moment on that we had an official identity for UAI: we were - and still are - a local association.
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 I was chairman, François was vice-chairman and we also appointed a secretary and a treasurer. In fact, really, I was the only one who took care of the movement. François was already ill and the others never got involved in the movement.
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At the time, I wore two hats: I was in charge of the Readers' Association, but also of the Foundation, since it was my professional company that officially distributed the book in Belgium. I continued the François groups, set up others and gave a lot of lectures on books. Every year, thanks to my magazine, we took part in one or two fairs on well-being and spirituality. Each time I was able to give a presentation on the book. We also sold the book on our stand. I've sold dozens and dozens of books in Belgium, I've given a lot of talks, I've given private and public presentations of the book, but we've never been able to exceed thirty or so official members. 
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At the beginning there was a membership card and a subscription. Then we stopped charging membership fees and the movement became more open. However, every 21 August, we met to celebrate the birth of Jesus.
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Here's a montage for the greetings I sent out in 2016 with a photo of the participants, every year.
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Here with Line and Gaëtan from Quebec. And Georges and Marlène from France.
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Here with Dominique Ronfet, then chairman of the French association, and his wife.
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We also organised reflection seminars where the whole weekend was centred on the Urantia book.
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COVID put a lot of the brakes on our meetings, but in 2016 I decided to resign as president of the ABFU. I felt that I'd come full circle. That I needed to make room for young people, for new people.
Unfortunately, no one has taken up the baton, and I'm still the official president of the Belgian association on behalf of the AUI.
So I continue to lead groups. At the moment there's an "official" group in my house. When we get together for the Feast of Jesus (around 21 August), there are usually about fifteen of us. We also have this kind of fraternal meeting on Easter Monday. I'm also the one who forwards information and magazines to the members and the membership file. 
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Since reading The Urantia Book, I have also been studying Esperanto. The book says (page 626) "No evolutionary world can hope to progress beyond the first stage of anchorage in light (and life) without having rallied to a single language, a single religion, a single philosophy".  This is where our planet is heading: towards a single religion (the religion of Jesus) and a single language. I wrote an article about this in the Urantia Foundation magazine. 
Most people say that English will become the universal language on Earth, just as Catholics say that Catholicism will become THE religion of the world. But there can only be a universal religion, like a universal language, if both belong to no people, no religious group, and if there is no form of colonialism or proselytism.
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However, we are subject to the hegemony of English, including in our international spiritual groups. The Urantia movement is no exception to the rule. It is still very much Americanised. Reflections, ways of thinking, courses and articles about The Urantia Book are largely influenced by Anglo-Saxon thinking. I think that in Europe we have to find our own way, which is why I am campaigning for the promotion of Esperanto, including in the Urantia movement.
For your information, we have started translating the Urantia book into Esperanto. Here is the cover of the book in Esperanto.
And we really hope that, in a few years' time, we'll be able to study the universal religion in the universal language.


Jean ANNET
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